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Mold: Have a plan in place 
and resources readily available

Mold is a four letter word and it’s 
one that can invoke both fear and 
panic. It’s ubiquitous and sneaky, it 
can hide behind walls, lie dormant 
for years and it can certainly cost 
thousands to remediate. In the last 
several years, weather events, like 
Superstorm Sandy, have lent a hand 
in putting this four letter word in 
the forefront of people’s minds and 
made it a hot topic for debate and 
discussion. 

Molds are naturally occurring and 
beneficial to our outside environ-
ment; they help break down dead 
organic matter like leaves and dead 
trees. Conversely, when mold is found 
indoors, it can potentially invoke 
subtle to serious allergic reactions in 
otherwise healthy individuals.  

If you discover mold inside your 
property, it is due to an underlying 

water issue. Whether it stems from 
an ongoing leaky pipe or a flood that 
wasn’t properly mitigated, mold will 
not grow and colonize without a water 
source and a food source. Water also 
translates into a high humidity prob-
lem. Humidity refers to the amount 
of water vapor in the air, meaning, 
the higher the humidity is, the more 
water vapor is in the air. This, along 
with the many food sources in our 
homes (sheet rock, wall paper, carpet 
and pad, etc), provide an excellent 
environment for mold spores to begin 
growing and becoming a problem.  
You must correct the water/moisture 
problem before you begin cleaning 
and removing moldy building mate-
rials. Also, be aware that while you 
can scrub and clean hard surfaces 
(sinks, tubs, toilets, counters, etc.) 
you cannot do the same to remove 
the mold on porous materials (walls, 
wood, fabrics, etc). If the surface of 
sheet rock is wiped down, you are 
removing the surface mold only; you 
are not getting to the roots (mycelium) 
that are below the surface.   

According to the EPA website, 
http://www.epa.gov/mold/cleaup 
guidelines.html: “Absorbent or po-
rous materials, such as ceiling tiles 
and carpet, may have to be thrown 

away if they become moldy. Mold can 
grow on or fill in the empty spaces and 
crevices of porous materials, so the 
mold may be difficult or impossible 
to remove completely.”

With the extreme weather patterns 
over the last several years, we are 
experiencing record highs of flooding 
from events like Hurricane Irene, 
Superstorm Sandy and most recently, 
the Polar Vortex. Inevitably, these 
events have been followed by record 
highs of mold outbreaks. In these sit-
uations, being prepared is paramount. 
When a structure isn’t mitigated and 
dried out in an expeditious manner, 
mold most certainly will come make a 
visit.  Should that be the case, it would 
be a much more fluid process if you 
have a plan in place and resources 
readily available for you. More so 
than ever, disaster pre-planning is be-
coming something that is necessary, 
especially if you cannot control the 
water flow, like during Superstorm 
Sandy. Know the professionals that 
you are going to hire ahead of time. 
PLAN. PLAN. PLAN.

Erica Gitin is director of client 
services at Maxons Restoration, 
Wayne, N.J. 

MANHATTAN, NY Moore Stephens 
North America (MSNA) reveals the 
election of Lou Grassi as board chair of 

MSNA. Grassi 
is the chief ex-
ecutive officer 
and managing 
partner of New 
York City-
based Gras-
si & Co, an 
independent 
member firm 

associated with Moore Stephens. He 
previously served as vice chair.

In his role as MSNA board chair, 
Grassi will be responsible for helping 
drive the strategic direction of the 

Lou Grassi

North American region of Moore 
Stephens and will participate in the 
activities of the Moore Stephens In-
ternational Policy Committee, which 
sets worldwide strategies and policies.

“Companies of all sizes are realiz-
ing the benefits of expanding across 
borders and accounting firms need to 
be able to address their needs on a local 
and global perspective,” Grassi said. 
“I look forward to the opportunity to 
develop the tools and resources Moore 
Stephens member firms need to help 
their clients achieve success.”

“We are very pleased to leverage 
Lou’s long affiliation with our orga-
nization, “said Steven Sacks, MSNA’s 
executive director. 

TO DRIVE DIRECTION OF NA REGION 

Grassi elected as
board chair of MSNA

NEW YORK, NY According to Zetlin & 
De Chiara, principal Jaimee Nardiello 
has received the appointment of chair 
for Division 3 (Design Division) of 
the American Bar Association (ABA) 
Forum on the construction industry.

Three years ago, Nardiello  received 
the ABA Forum on the Construction 
Industry’s Women and Minorities 
Fellowship (2011-2014), an honor 
bestowed upon a select few attorneys 
who have demonstrated excellence in 

the construction industry. Nardiello  
is an active member of the Design 
Division’s Steering Committee. Her 
involvement with the ABA has in-
cluded speaking at various programs 
directed to its national membership, 
such as: Making Dollars & Sense of 
Construction Damages, 2013 and  
One Nation Under the International 
Green Construction Code, where she 
served as a moderator for a panel of 
iGCC experts, 2012.

Nardiello appointed chair of Design Division 
of the ABA Forum on the construction industry    
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Rob Willis 
Managing Director - NYC
The John Hardy Group

Name: Rob Willis
Title: Managing Director - NYC
Company: The John Hardy Group
Location: Atlanta, Ga., New York City, Paris  
Birthplace: Trenton, NJ
Education: BA – English – Washington & Lee University; BS – Construction  
– Arizona State University; MS – Real Estate – New York University
First job outside of real estate: (have worked in construction/project management 
my entire career)
First job in real estate or allied field: Assistant Construction Superintendent
What do you do now and what are you planning for the future? The John Hardy 
Group provides hotel investors with due diligence and development management 
services. I currently run their New York City office. By continuing to perform well 
for our existing customers and by raising our visibility in the local investment com-
munity, we are working towards being the preferred hotel project management 
and development services firm in the New York City market.
How do you unwind from a busy day in real estate? Catch up on the news of the 
day and during the season watch the Yankees.
Favorite book or author: William Faulkner
Favorite movie:  Too many to choose from but most recently, “Blue Jasmine.”
Last song you purchased/downloaded? A Decade of Steely Dan.

Name: Erica Gitin 
Title: Director of Client Services 
Company: Maxons Restorations
Location: Wayne, NJ; NY, NY; Long Island and Westchester
Birthplace: Rockland, Maine
Education: Business Degree, Katharine Gibbs
First job outside of real estate: Counter girl for a Cookie Stand in Southwest 
Harbor, Maine
First job in real estate or allied field: Sales Rep for a franchise disaster resto-
ration company
What do you do now and what are you planning for the future? I am a Director 
of Client Services  for Maxons Restorations and market to many industries, 
including real estate and insurance professionals.  
How do you unwind from a busy day in real estate?  Hitting the gym with one 
of my kids.
Favorite book or author: Anything James Patterson
Favorite movie: “Something’s Gotta Give”
Last song you purchased/downloaded? Pharrell Williams, “Happy”
One word to describe your work environment: Energizing
Rules to live by in business: Under promise and over deliver

Erica Gitin 
Director of Client Services 
Maxons Restorations

Name: Heidi Springer
Title: Manager of Economic Development & Market Research
Company: New York Grant Company 
Location: 29 Broadway, New York, NY
Birthplace: New York City 
Education: Arizona State University - B.S. Sociology, B.S. Urban Planning; Co-
lumbia University - Masters in Urban Planning 
First job outside of real estate: Various restaurant jobs through high school and 
college (I’ve always been a real estate gal!) 
First job in real estate or allied field: City of Phoenix, Community Development 
Intern 
What do you do now and what are you planning for the future? I’m thrilled to 
say I’ve recently joined the New York Grant Company, an economic develop-
ment consulting firm. As for the future, I am working hard to bring New York 
Grant Company’s unsurpassed customer service and incentives expertise to 
growing businesses in the Tri-State area. 
How do you unwind from a busy day in real estate? Sharing a home cooked 
meal with my family!  
Favorite book or author: Elena Ferante 
Favorite movie: “Raising Arizona” 
Last song you purchased/downloaded? “Lightning Bolt” by Jake Bugg 

Heidi Springer 
Manager of Economic 
Development
& Market Research 
New York Grant Company

Professional Profiles

Dorothy Wasiak 
Director of Capital Planning/
Senior Asset Manager
Matthew Adam Properties

Name: Dorothy Wasiak
Title: Director of Capital Planning/Senior Asset Manager
Company: Matthew Adam Properties
Location: New York
Education:  BS in Business Administration and Marketing from the Pennsylvania 
State University
First job outside of real estate: Credit Manager for Allied Building Products
First job in real estate or allied field: Capital Improvements & Asset Manager for 52 
senior living communities
What do you do now and what are you planning for the future? I believe innova-
tion and communication is the key to success. I always focus on finding the most 
cost-effective solutions for building challenges and best utilize design materials to 
provide innovative solutions while staying on budget and providing building occu-
pants with the healthiest alternatives. I also plan to dedicate more time to mentor 
high school kids.
How do you unwind from a busy day in real estate? I like to read a good book or 
take long walks.
Favorite book author: Dan Brown and Thomas Friedman
Favorite movie: “Out of Africa”
Last song you purchased/downloaded? –“Happy” by Pharrell Williams
Rules to live by in business: Be determined, aggressive and passionate about work.

Matthew Adam
P R O P E R T I E S ,  I N C.
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